A survey of the limited literature on the mosses of Belize and an examination of various taxonomic revisions has been made, together with many recent collections giving rise to a list of 250 species and 13 varieties. Extensive nomenclatural changes have been made since the older contributions came into print, so that the present list will serve as a basis for future recording.
Introduction
Belize, formerly British Honduras, is a small country of almost 23,000 square km. bounded on the north by Mexico and on the south and west by Guatemala, while the full eastern length has a Caribbean seaboard. The greater part of the country, to the north and south-east, is hot and humid with abundant rivers and creeks, and several sizeable lagoons. Apart from the three main highways, access is only by lesser roads, many seasonal, or by boat. The moss flora of this ground is limited, with the same species continually recurring. To the south, however, is the Maya Mountains range and the detached section known as Mountain Pine Ridge. One spur of this range rejoices in the name of Mt. Mossy (970 m), though no bryophytes appear to have been recorded from here as yet. These mountainous areas are, for a small country, relatively rich in mosses since they include limestone areas with damp caves. Whittemore and Allen (1996) have produced a checklist of the liverworts and "hornworts" of Belize -the latter name for the Anthocerotales too familiarly identified with the phanerogamic genus Ceratophyllum to be easily used by British botanists. Following Townsend's brief visit to Belize in 1994, being at that time in ignorance of Allen's own extensive recent work in the country, the former had ideas of publishing a check-list of the mosses. After a letter to Allen, who had at that time no such intentions, it was eventually decided to prepare a joint list. Allen's moss material has added very considerably to a very basic list in view of his visit to Doyle's Delight (1,140 m), the highest point in the country, in 1993, and a further expedition in early 1997 produced many further additions. The above hepatic check-list gives more detail on the vegetation of Belize and the geology of the Maya Mountains.
Some idea of how underexplored the country has been bryologically may be gauged by the fact that careful perusal of many taxonomic moss revisions as well as such regional moss floras as were available, particularly Sharp, Crum & Eckel (1994) , has resulted in very few records additional to those of Bartram (1932 Bartram ( , 1934 , Steere (1934 Steere ( , 1938 Steere ( , 1946 , and more recently Parker et al. (1993) and Matola (1995) . However, the taxonomy and nomenclature of the earlier publications has changed so considerably that it is thought worthwhile to bring all these and the later records together so up-dated. Even on Townsend's brief visit, a two-week package with the British travel organisation Explore Worldwide, several species unrecorded for Belize were found.
Belize is divided into six administrative districts, from north to south Corozal District, Orange Walk District, Belize District (including the old capital, Belize City), Cayo District (with the new capital, Belmopan), Stann Creek District and Toledo District. An earliest published locality for each district is listed, with place of publication. It should be noted that this does not infer that only one locality for Belize was cited in this place listed -or even that the earliest collected specimen was chosen. Sometimes it will be that the most securely localised specimen has been selected. For example, specimens have been published by Steere under the localities "Big Fall" and "Big Fall Pine Ridge". There is a settlement called Big Falls by the Belize River south-west of Bermudian Landing, but there is thus apparently also a Big Fall (perhaps that at present called the "Thousand Foot Fall") on "Pine Ridge" (? Mountain Pine Ridge). Which is intended may be in doubt ( see note on Fissidens fontanus ), so that "Big Fall" alone has been avoided where possible.
In the list the above districts are abbreviated by the omission of the word "District".
Townsend is responsible for determination of his own collections unless otherwise shown, and these are in his private herbarium; Allen is responsible for others, which are in MO and BRH unless otherwise indicated. The list follows Allen (1994) and Whittemore & Allen (1996) in recording distribution by district only in interest of space. Further details are only given where there is doubt as to the district.
List of taxa

SPHAGNACEAE
Sphagnum auriculatum Schimp. Cayo, Mains 4012 (Steere, 1946) . Neither this binomial nor the specimen cited is accounted for by Crum in Allen (1994 (Steere, 1946) . Noted by Crum in Allen (1994) (Matola, 1995) var. tenuifolius (Sull.) Reese. Cayo, Mains 3976b ( Steere, 1946, as S. tenuifolius (Sull.) Mitt .) Syrrhopodon tortilis Hampe. Cayo, Mains 3929 ( Steere, 1946, as S. prolifer Schwaegr. ) . Reese (in Allen, 1994) (Steere, 1946) . Both as Vesicularia amphibola (Mitt.) Broth.
